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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communications: Amendment, filed 
03/19/2009.. 

2. Claims 1-17 are pending. Claims 1 and 8-17 are independent claims. 

3. The amendment to the title of the Specification has been entered. 

4. Claim 17 has been amended to overcome the previous rejection over 35 USC 
101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Moriyama, U.S. Patent No. 4,680,647, issued July 1987. 

Regarding independent 1, Moriyama teaches an information record medium 
comprising: still picture information which includes at least one still picture; because 
Moriyama teaches a method for recording a video format signal for still picture and 
audio (Figs. 22; 31; 33; col. 6, 1. 1-45). Moriyama teaches a recording medium which is 
a video disc, as well as other formats (col. 49, 1. 14-58). 

Moriyama teaches audio information; reproduction control information which 
reproduces the audio information simultaneously with reproduction of the still picture 
information, because Moriyama teaches control signals for simultaneous audio with 
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reproduction of the still image information (col. 4, 1. 45-col. 6, 1. 45; col. 10, 1. 15-57). 
See col. 5, 1. 12-31. 

Moriyama teaches wherein the reproduction control information includes audio 
repeat information for controlling repeat reproduction of the same audio information 
simultaneously with the still picture information, because Moriyama teaches adding 
several types of audio to a still image recording, in order to add selection of recordings 
of audio information (col. 6, 1. 9-51). Moriyama teaches successive reproduction for 
audio data and still image mode (col. 5, 1. 5-68; col. 43, 1. 10-67), or reproduction in 
response to a control signal supplied from an external source (col. 39, 1. 46-col. 40, 1. 
39). 

Moriyama teaches wherein the audio repeat information indicates whether or not 
to repeatedly reproduce the same audio information (col. 49, 1. 27-58), because 
Moriyama teaches switching between sucessive and unsuccessive reproduction. 
Moriyama teaches adding several types of audio to a still image recording, in order to 
add selection of recordings of audio information (col. 6, 1. 9-51). 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Moriyama teaches wherein the reproduction 
control information includes still picture repeat information for controlling the repeat 
reproduction of the still picture information, because Moriyama teaches successive 
reproduction for audio data and still image mode (col. 5, 1. 5-68; col. 43, 1. 10-67), or 
reproduction in response to a control signal supplied from an external source (col. 39, 1. 
46-col. 40, 1. 39). 
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Regarding dependent claim 3, Moriyama teaches wherein the reproduction 
control information defines reproduction timing of the audio information with using a 
reproduction time axis of the still picture as reference (col. 11,1. 33-col. 12, 1. 64). 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Moriyama teaches wherein the reproduction 
control information is defined such that the audio information is reproduced only during 
reproduction of the still picture, because Moriyama teaches adding several types of 
audio to a still image recording, in order to add selection of recordings of audio 
information (col. 6, 1. 9-51). 

Regarding dependent claim 5, Moriyama teaches wherein the audio repeat 
information indicates whether or not to repeatedly reproduce the same audio 
information (col. 49, 1. 27-58), because Moriyama teaches switching between sucessive 
and unsuccessive reproduction. Moriyama teaches adding several types of audio to a 
still image recording, in order to add selection of recordings of audio information (col. 6, 
I. 9-51). 

Regarding dependent claim 6, Moriyama teaches wherein the still picture 
repeat information indicates whether or not to repeatedly reproduce the still picture 
information, because Moriyama teaches successive reproduction for audio data and still 
image mode (col. 5, 1. 5-68; col. 43, 1. 10-67), or reproduction in response to a control 
signal supplied from an external source (col. 39, 1. 46-col. 40, 1. 39). 

Regarding dependent claim 7, Moriyama teaches wherein each piece of the 
still picture information is constructed by an item unit defining a reproduction sequence 
of still picture contents, and wherein the still picture repeat information includes continue 
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information indicating whether or not to reproduce subsequent still picture information 
as one reproduction sequence, because Moriyama teaches dividing the video format 
signal into a plurality of blocks for synchronization, and inserting control codes into the 
blocks indicating whether or not to reproduce subsequent still picture and audio 
information as one reproduction sequence (col. 38, 1. 11 -col. 39, 1. 58). 

Regarding independent claims 8 and 9, claims 8 and 9 are directed to the 
apparatus and method related to and substantially similar to the information record 
medium of claim 1 , and are rejected along the same rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 10, Moriyama teaches an information 
reproduction apparatus for reproducing an information record medium comprising: still 
picture information which includes at least one still picture; because Moriyama teaches 
a method for recording a video format signal for still picture and audio (Figs. 22; 31; 33; 
col. 6, 1. 1-45). Moriyama teaches a recording medium which is a video disc, as well as 
an apparatus (col. 49, 1. 14-58). 

Moriyama teaches audio information; reproduction control information which 
reproduces the audio information simultaneously with reproduction of the still picture 
information, because Moriyama teaches control signals for synchronizing audio with 
reproduction of the still image information (col. 4, 1. 45-col. 6, 1. 45; col. 10, 1. 15-57). 
Moriyama teaches the reproduction control information including audio repeat 
information for controlling repeat reproduction of the same audio information 
simultaneously with the still picture information; because Moriyama teaches adding 
several types of audio to a still image recording, in order to add selection of recordings 
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of audio information (col. 6, 1. 9-51). Moriyama teaches successive reproduction for 
audio data and still image mode (col. 5, 1. 5-68; col. 43, 1. 10-67), or reproduction in 
response to a control signal supplied from an external source (col. 39, 1. 46-col. 40, 1. 
39). Moriyama teaches wherein the audio repeat information indicates whether or not to 
repeatedly reproduce the same audio information (col. 49, 1. 27-58), because Moriyama 
teaches switching between sucessive and unsuccessive reproduction. Moriyama 
teaches adding several types of audio to a still image recording, in order to add 
selection of recordings of audio information (col. 6, 1. 9-51). 

Moriyama teaches the apparatus comprising: a reading unit which reads the still 
picture information, the audio information and the reproduction control information from 
the information record medium; a still picture reproduction unit which reproduces the still 
picture information; and an audio reproduction unit which reproduces the audio 
information in simultaneously with reproduction of the still picture information in 
accordance with the audio repeat information in the reproduction control information 
(see Figs. 1, 11, 15; col. 1, 1. 65-col. 2, 1. 31). Moriyama teaches successive 
reproduction for audio data and still image mode (col. 5, 1. 5-68; col. 43, 1. 10-67), or 
reproduction in response to a control signal supplied from an external source (col. 39, 1. 
46-col. 40, 1. 39). 

Regarding independent claim 11, claim 1 1 is directed to the information 
reproduction method substantially similar to the apparatus of independent claim 10, and 
is rejected along the same rationale. 
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Regarding independent claim 12, Moriyama teaches an information record 
reproduction apparatus comprising an information record unit and an information 
reproduction unit, wherein the information record unit includes: a first record unit which 
records still picture information including at least one still picture and audio information; 
because Moriyama teaches a method for recording a video format signal for still picture 
and audio (Figs. 22; 31; 33; col. 6, 1. 1-45). Moriyama teaches a recording medium 
which is a video disc, as well as an apparatus (col. 49, 1. 14-58). 

Moriyama teaches a second record unit which records reproduction control 
information for reproducing the audio information in simultaneously with reproduction of 
the still picture information, because Moriyama teaches control signals for synchronizing 
audio with reproduction of the still image information (col. 4, 1. 45-col. 6, 1. 45; col. 10, 1. 
15-57). 

Moriyama teaches wherein the second record unit records the reproduction 
control information so that the reproduction control information includes audio repeat 
information for controlling repeat reproduction of the same audio information 
simultaneously with the still picture information, because Moriyama teaches adding 
several types of audio to a still image recording, in order to add selection of recordings 
of audio information (col. 6, 1. 9-51). Moriyama teaches successive reproduction for 
audio data and still image mode (col. 5, 1. 5-68; col. 43, 1. 10-67), or reproduction in 
response to a control signal supplied from an external source (col. 39, 1. 46-col. 40, 1. 
39). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/561 ,1 84 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2176 

Moriyama teaches wherein the audio repeat information indicates whether or not 
to repeatedly reproduce the same audio information (col. 49, 1. 27-58), because 
Moriyama teaches switching between sucessive and unsuccessive reproduction. 
Moriyama teaches adding several types of audio to a still image recording, in order to 
add selection of recordings of audio information (col. 6, 1. 9-51). 

Moriyama teaches wherein the information reproduction unit includes: a reading 
unit which reads the still picture information, the audio information and the reproduction 
control information from the information record medium; a still picture reproduction unit 
which reproduces the still picture information; and an audio reproduction unit which 
reproduces the audio information simultaneously with reproduction of the still picture 
information in accordance with the audio repeat information in the reproduction control 
information (see Figs. 1,11,15; col. 1 , 1. 65-col. 2, 1. 31). Moriyama teaches successive 
reproduction for audio data and still image mode (col. 5, 1. 5-68; col. 43, 1. 10-67), or 
reproduction in response to a control signal supplied from an external source (col. 39, 1. 
46-col. 40, 1. 39). 

Regarding independent claim 13, claim 13 is directed to the method to be 
implemented with the apparatus of independent claim 12, and is rejected along the 
same rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 14, claim 14 is directed to the computer program 
executed on a computer which is substantially similar to the apparatus claimed in 
independent claim 12, and is rejected along the same rationale. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/561 ,1 84 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2176 

Regarding independent claim 15, claim 15 is directed to the computer program 
which is related to the apparatus of independent claim 10, and is rejected along the 
same rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 16, claim 16 is directed to the computer program 
executed on a computer, which is substantially similar to the apparatus claimed in 
independent claim 12, and is rejected along the same rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 17, claim 17 is directed to the data structure 
comprising a control signal to be used with the information record medium as claimed in 
claim 1, and is rejected along the same rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 03/19/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The independent claims have been amended to add the newly claimed limitation: 
wherein the reproduction control information includes audio repeat information for 
controlling repeat reproduction of the same audio information simultaneously with the 
still picture information (Claim 1 ). 

Moriyama teaches wherein the audio repeat information indicates whether or not 
to repeatedly reproduce the same audio information (col. 49, 1. 27-58), because 
Moriyama teaches switching between sucessive and unsuccessive reproduction. 
Moriyama teaches adding several types of audio to a still image recording, in order to 
add selection of recordings of audio information (col. 6, 1. 9-51 ). 
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Previously the above claim limitation recited: controlling repeat reproduction of 
the audio information synchronized with the still picture information. 

The word "simultaneously" is not defined in the specification, but is generally 
defined as "happening at the same time" (American Heritage College Dictionary, 2002). 
The word "synchronized" is not defined in the specification, but is generally defined as 
"to be simultaneous" Id. Therefore the two words have the same meaning. 

For these reasons, Moriyama anticipates claims 1-17. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AMELIA RUTLEDGE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Amelia Rutledge/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2176 



